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Death of 10-year-old boy
in SM appears to be suicide

By Enic Battjer
Sralf Writer

SAN MARTIN -— As the sun
was setting last night, a 10-year old
boy told his father he was going 10

“hieir barn to feed therabbitsz s .

rAboutrd0-minutes latery the fa-

ther went to the bam {0 check on
his son. He found the boy dead,
hanging by a rop¢. :
“The boy, apparently despon-
dent over a custody battle between
his parents, caommitted  suicide,
sheriff’s deputies said today.

1y has all the appearances of a
suicide,”” (Bl pr Cary Colla.
SThere 15 DO SUSPILIONS Circuim-
siances that lead us to bebieve any-
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Suicide
Contipued from paze Al

County mental health oftios who
works with South Valiey hothigh
srudents said marival and parental
bates are COMmon causcs of de-
pression among pre-leens.

“For somebody thalt yound,
parents are evervihing,” said Sue
Villanueva. Custody hattles are
very wearing on children, They
carry a lot of guilt.”

Villanueva said she was not fa-
miliar -with Monday night’s trage-
dy, and stressed  that her com-
yments were not intended to reveal
why the boy 100k his life.

It is rare for a pre-teenager 10
commit suicide, statistics show. In
1986 in Santa Clara County, only
three children under 14 —— ail boys
.— Aook their lives. The youngest
“was 10,

The same year,
‘dren 147or younger killed ‘them-
'selves in California, 13 of those
‘boys. There were more than 3.4
-rniltion children between 5 and 14
 years old in California in 1986,

+._ Teenage _suickde _is.. abouti0

17 other chil-

thing else happened. Our invesliga-
tion is concerned with the reasons
it happened.”’

The boy recently moved Lo his
father's home in San Martin, Col-

la said, Deputies are stll mvestigat-
_ing the family’s background, butit:

--appears the boy was living with his
mother outside Santa Clara Coun-
ty when his father won custody
rights, Colla said.

The boy was in the process of'

switching schools, but Colla said
e doesn't believe the vicim was
enrolled in a South County cl-
ementary school.

A social worker for the South

Please see Suicide, puge A6

Plosever, workers at the state
agency citmate that up o 25 per-
cent of pre-een suicides are classi
[sed s awcidental deaihs.

Sy hen o child dles aier aking
4 Tl or after runping i frontof a
car, we don't look at the possibility
of suicide,” said Dave MNielsen,
coordinator of the state's vouth
suicide intervenyon service. TWe
don't think kids that age can <on-
ceptualize what death is.

wpve heard of Rads younger
than 10 (commiling suicide), |
falked to-a woman jast year who
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was ielling me aboul 2 6-year-
old.” N
More boys than girls try 10 lill |

(hemseives, Neilsen said, and boys!

succeed more cften.
Villanueva said
schoo! children sometumes suffer
from deep depression, but are not
mature enough 10 talk about their
problems. :
“Someumes you
who have a fot of
they're 6 or 7, you don't think they
might be deliberate.” :
' People who believe their child is
suffering from’ depression and

see children

times more common &teen South County health department’s
" suicide, aecquitg, o spifigtics from Sahour crisis number at 683
the, sta{e S 2482

accidents. When '

would like . advice can call the.
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